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Building the Rauch Sliderobe (Harveys) 
By Edwin Cooke 
 
It’s very important to build the wardrobe in a structure way. Usually people buy 
wardrobes with sliding doors to save on space, and therefore it is likely that assembly will 
be in a confined area. The design of Harveys wardrobes is particularly well suited in this 
respect. 
 
The assembly is very straightforward and usually takes me 90-120 minutes to assemble a 
2-3 door sliderobe on my own. Not only did I assemble and photograph this unit, it took 
me around an hour and a half! To be on the safe side give yourself 2-3 hours to get the 
job done, or if you want me to do it for you why not give me a call (07929 975 809) 
 
The first thing to do is to decide whether to build it left to right or right to left. My 
personal preference is the former but really it doesn’t matter, although if one end is going 
up against the wall, it is better to start at that end. 
 
NB: Decide where you want the wardrobe to go before you begin assembly and build it 
there. Although robust and strong, these units are not designed to be slid along carpets 
and in doing this you may find the fittings tearing out of their sockets and the whole 
wardrobe could then collapse under its own weight. BUILD IT WHERE IT IS GOING 
TO STAY. The only exception to this is a very smooth surface such as a laminate/wood 
floor where it might be possible to slide the unit easily. 
 
The assembly instructions supplied with the product are more of a schematic than a step 
by step guide, so here goes with my step by step guide, if having looked at the 
instructions supplied you are having trouble. 
 
I am not going to patronise you with steps on unpacking and identifying the parts as this 
is fairly straightforward. 

Tools Required 
·  Long and short handled Philips screwdrivers: (Size PH2). 
·  Electric Driver (only use when advised). 
·  Spirit Level. 
·  Pliers 
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Step 1) 
Place the first side against the wall and connect a base to it as shown in the picture below: 
 

 
 
The vertical piece will either balance or lean against the wall, more often even when 
connected it may want to lean inwards with the potential to fall over. In these 
circumstances either get someone to hold it, prop it up or make sure you have the 
hardboard panel for step 2 near to hand. 
 
When connecting the elements together, when you tighten the screws the panels should 
be flush and there should be no gap at all between them. Use your longer handled Philips 
driver as you can get greater purchase and do not over tighten them. 
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Step 2) 
The next step is to attach the back panel, this adds stability to the unit as you build it. 
This panel obviously sits in the grooves. Make sure you screw in the fitting half way up 
to secure the hardboard back panel in place. These are either metal or plastic and 
hook/clip into the hole in the hardboard back panel. 
 

    
 
Once you have done this, the three pieces should stand as shown in the right hand photo 
above. 
 

Step 3) 
Next add the second side of the first unit, before finally adding the roof. 
 

·  The second side piece is not as wide as the first piece which protrudes beyond 
the base. The front of the second side, should be flush with the front of the 
base unit (see right photo on next page). 

·  Attach it in the same way to the base and to the back panel. 
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·  The left photo above, shows a gap, the front is correctly tightened and there is 
not gap, but the back needs to be pulled in much closer. If any of your joints 
have any gap when complete, unscrew and redo them, otherwise you will have 
difficult later on.. 

·  The right photo above shows the unit without the roof piece. This should be  
fairly stable and adding the roof should be easy, the only difficulty may be the 
height and you might have to stretch or use step ladders. 

·  When adding the roof I tend to rest one end on the fittings on one side whilst 
fixing and tightening the other side. If it won’t go in easily, I’ll fix the two 
front fittings/screws before attempting to fix the back two. Do whatever is 
easiest. The unit should then be as shown on the right below: 
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Step 4) 
Once the first section is assembled, you then add the other parts, section by section, as 
shown below before finally creating the assembled carcass. 
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NB: 
You may find the back panel bows (as 
shown) when you try to fit the second side 
or roof of a section.  
 
In these circumstances, as you are usually 
assembling close to the wall, try to get the 
bow, to bend inside the unit and tap it into 
place once you have fitted the roof.  
 
This can be one of the most frustrating 
steps, but it will “click” into place with 
patience and care, eventually. 
 
I find myself swearing in my head a lot at 
when this happens and I don’t get it in right 
first time! 
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Step 5) 
Now that the main carcass is built you can add the interior parts, you must do this before 
putting the doors on.  
 
I won’t patronise you with the detail as this is a doddle, there are no set rules on how high 
these should be as it is down to personal preference and can easily be changed later. 
Some people choose to have one shelf above the rail and one lower nearer the floor. 
Additional shelves are also available purchased separately if required. 
 
Note that the shelf above the clothes rail must use the hooked shelf supports, along with 
the rail this helps pull the sides of the section together, increasing stability and 
counteracting any warped panels: 
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Lower down there is no such shelf and the 
plastic triangular lugs can be used to 
prevent the back panel popping out after 
assembly. These also increase stability of 
the wardrobe and must be fitted (see right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the photo below, I have also added the 
upper door rail. 
 
You can place the second shelf nearer the 
floor if you wish, the system is entirely 
flexible, but here I have built the unit as 
indicated in the instructions. 
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Step 6) 
Get your spirit level and check the unit is flat, if not use the chocks supplied to level the 
unit. Push them in as far as is required, with the smoother side up and snap them along 
the score at the appropriate depth. 
 

A chock: 

 
 
NOTE: The vertical panels support the weight of the unit and the sliding doors. Once the 
doors are hung and closed they may dip in the middle and look misaligned. Due to the 
design, double the weight is placed on the inner vertical panels and therefore they may 
compress carpet and underlay more than the panels at the edges. It is easier to lift them 
slightly now using the chocks, before hanging the heavy doors. I usually lift the inner 
vertical panels slightly, especially on carpet. Either way do some levelling now with 
chocks or waste cardboard as it is easier. 
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You can also add the plastic lugs to 
cover the chip board ends at this 
stage as shown. 
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Step 7) 
Now add the lower rail. This is installed using the screws as shown below. Use your 
electric driver to screw these in quickly and easily. 
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When installing the lower rail, make sure you check with a screw (or similar) by sliding it 
along both of the lower runners that none of the screws you have used to secure it have 
pierced the running track, if they have, remove the offending screw and re-position. 
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Step 8) 
Position the upper rail and fix bolts at one end then the other, before fixing the middle 
ones.  
 

 
 
In this case the ceiling is only 10 cm (4 inches) above the top of the unit, and it is 
impossible to screw in the screws that should screw down from the top, providing further 
support for the upper rail. In this case I screw them up instead as shown to give the 
additional level of support required. Use your electric driver to screw these. It makes no 
difference to the strength, whether you do it from above or below, it is purely aesthetic.  
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Step 9) 
When it comes to hanging the doors, please note that there is a protective strip of 
chipboard that must be removed. This has sharp pins, so bend them back with a hammer 
or pliers to ensure they do not cut anyone, especially if you have small children. 
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Step 10) 
Plan the order you add the doors:  
 

·  For two doors, do the inner door (hangs on the outer rail) first, then the other.  
·  For three doors, start as above adding the second inner door last.  

 
The doors have a sticker (usually red) indicating the top, if you put the runners on them 
the wrong way up the doors look dreadful:  
 

  
 
Attach the wheels and guides as shown, taking care to get the wheel on the right way 
round. The additional centre screw provides greater strength to support the door and 
should always be added.  
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TIP:  If using an electric drill driver, make sure you use a reasonably low torque setting 
so as not to over tighten the screws so they spin and therefore weakening the attachment. 
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Step 11) 
When hanging the doors, slide the top under the canopy of the upper runner, before 
pushing the door up into a vertical position.  
 

            
 
You then need to align the bottom guides with the bottom rail before lifting the top 
wheeled runners onto the upper rail. For heavier doors you might need two people to do 
this. 
 
NB: When hanging the second and third 
doors, make sure, before sliding the doors 
over each other that they are running on the 
correct rails at the top and bottom. If they 
are not you run the risk of scratching them. 
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Step 12) 
Finally you need to add the door fastenings (shown below). The V shaped ones prevent 
the doors from derailing if slammed violently and the other more oddly shaped ones 
cushion the doors, preventing them from slamming into each other when they are slid 
open. In time this would damage the door handles. 
 
They are fixed as shown (but after the doors have been hung). The V shaped ones go in 
quite easily, but the others require a bit more thought and skill.  
 

   
 

 
 
The part that is protruding catches the other door’s wheel and flexes to cushion and slow 
the movement of the door. 
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Once fitted the doors should not close together more than shown. If not you don’t have 
the plastic fastenings in the correct place. If necessary reseat them. 
 

 
 

Step 13) 
Now add the two remaining screws to either end of the lower runner, to finish securing it 
in the right place. You will see a hole on either end of the wardrobe and you can attach 
the plastic covers to hide the screw heads, these are usually supplied in three colours to 
match your robe. 
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Step 14) 
At the stage the wardrobe is complete, however if there is a risk that the unit may tip over 
you should attach the anti tilt bracket supplied. In this case the ceiling is low and the sides 
would hit the ceiling preventing it from tipping and therefore the strap is unnecessary. 
 
 

 


